SECT. I.]      OF   PRACTICAL   CHRISTIANITY.	109
with many commendations in Scripture, of zeal for
the honour of God; as well as with that strong ex-
pression of disgust and abhorrence with which the
lukewarm, those that are neither cold nor hot, are
spoken of as being more loathsome and offensive than
even open and avowed enemies.
Another class of instances tending to the same
point is furnished by those many passages of Scrip-
ture, wherein the promoting of the glory of God is
commanded as our supreme and universal aim, and
wherein the honour due unto Him is declared to be
that in which Jie will allow no competitor to partici-
pate. On this head indeed the Holy Scriptures are,
if possible, more peremptory than on the former; and
at the same time so full as to render particular cita-
tions unnecessary to those who have ever so little
acquaintance with the word of God.
To put the same thing therefore in another light.
All who have read the Scriptures must confess that
idolatry is the crime against which God^s highest
resentment is expressed, and his severest punish-
ment denounced. But let us not deceive ourselves.
It is not in bowing the knee to idols that idolatry
consists, so much as in the internal homage of the
heart; as in feeling towards them any of that su-
preme love, or reverence, or gratitude, which God
reserves to himself as his own exclusive prerogative.
On the same principle, whatever else draws off the
heart from him, engrosses our prime regard, and
holds the chief place in our esteem and affections,
that, in the estimation of reason, is no less an idol
to us, than an image of wood or stone would be,
before which we should fall down and worship.
Think not this a strained analogy; it is the very
language and argument of inspiration. The servant
of (3-od is commanded not to set up his idol in his
heart; and sensuality and covetousness are repeat-

